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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Dear Members and Friends:
The newly developed museum is a great success! Over
3000 people visited while the Smithsonian Exhibit was in town. A
“Colonial Life Exhibit” will replace the Smithsonian Exhibit this
week and will be on display the month of April and May, and
starting in June a “Hammerhead Shark/Coral Reef” exhibit will be
on site.
Two (2) new exhibits are in the process of being developed
of which we need your help.
1 – A “Farm to Table Exhibit” that will feature agriculture
and dairy farming. In the 1930s, Ridgeville was known as “Dairy
Capital USA”. There were many dairies scattered throughout
Dorchester County. If you have any type of artifact pertaining to
this history please share with the museum. If you know of a dairy
that was operated in Dorchester County please share that
information as well.
2 - A “Veterans Exhibit” that will feature the
Revolutionary War, Civil War, Spanish American War, World War I
and II, Korean War, Viet Nam War and the men and women that
have served this great nation. Several military uniforms have been
donated and some artifacts. If you have anything pertaining to a
veteran from Dorchester County that served in the military, please
contact us and share that information. A memorial wall of the
names of all who have served is being planned. Please contact the
center and share that information.
On Thursday, April 6th at the Ridgeville Community
Center, 6 pm, the DCA & HC in collaboration with the Summerville
Journal Scene will host a “Big BBQ Dinner and Live Auction.
Tickets are on sale and can be purchased on line or by calling 843563-0053. Get your tickets and ask a friend to help support this
fundraiser.
Special thanks to Anne Irick, Bobbie McKinnon, Claire
Mizell, Trish Scott and all the volunteers that worked so hard to
make it possible for the twenty-five hundred DD2 and DD4
students to see the Smithsonian Exhibit.
I look forward to seeing you at the BBQ.
Phyllis Hughes, Board Chairman

History is Perishable

Website: dca-hc.com
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The History Center opened to tremendous activity featuring the traveling
Smithsonian exhibit The Way We Worked. The Center hosted over 3,000
visitors from January 28 through March 11! It was an exciting time,
utilizing the volunteers who graciously gave of their time to help with the
many school buses coming through the Center on a daily basis. Please
spread the word that, just because the Smithsonian exhibit has moved on,
the Center is still open for business!
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Upcoming Events at DCA&HC
at a Glance:
Colonial Life Exhibit
The Big BBQ fundraiser,
Ridgeville

A new exhibit coming in April. A Chapters in
South Carolina History: Colonial Life exhibit
will be here in April and May. It depicts life in
the Carolinas from an early European
settlement to the Revolutionary War, including
the struggles between native nations and
European settlers to control the land that
became South Carolina.

April &
May
April 6 at
6:00 pm

Visit the DCA&HC booth at
the World Grits Festival

April 7—9

Living History “Wax”
Museum (details to follow)

May 6

Diary of a Hammerhead,
Coral Reefs: Nurseries of
the Sea & Insect Exhibits

June—
August

Farm to Table Exhibit

TBA

Veterans’ Room Exhibit

TBA

2 new exhibits are on the horizon! Be on the
look-out for a Farm to Table exhibit and a
Veterans’ Room Exhibit. The Farm to Table
exhibit is geared toward acknowledging the
importance of agriculture in our lives. If
anyone has any historical items related to the
dairy, poultry or general agricultural industry
that you would like to donate or loan to the
Center, please contact us at 843-563-0053.

In June, the Center will host several new
exhibits: Diary of a Hammerhead , Coral
Reefs: Nurseries of the Sea & an Insect
Exhibit. The first two are traveling exhibits
on loan from the Paly Foundation in
Scottsdale, Arizona and the Insect Exhibit
is from local insect enthusiast and collector
Dixie Mizell. These exhibits will be on
display from June through August, 2017.

The Veterans’ Room exhibit is just that — a
room dedicated to the veterans of our great
county and country. We have already received
5 uniforms for the exhibit and are in need of
other items related to the honorable service of
our military men and women. If you have any
such items, again, please contact us at
843-563-0053.
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Remember, giving a donation or in
memoriam to Dorchester County
Archives & History Center is a great
way to honor a loved one’s passing.
Any donations can be sent to
Dorchester County Archives &
History Center
at 101 Ridge Street,
St. George, SC 29477.

OUR VOLUNTEERS ROCK!
It was only through the hard work of our
volunteers and Volunteer Coordinator Anne
Irick and her able assistant Bobbie
McKinnon that the Center was able to host
3,000 plus students, teachers and other
visitors during the time the traveling
Smithsonian Exhibit was here at the
Dorchester County Archives & History
Center! Would you like to join our team as
a volunteer? If you volunteer at least 12
hours per month, you and a guest can get in
free at amazing venues throughout the
Lowcountry like — Audubon Center at
Francis Beidler Forest, Boone Hall
Plantation, Charles Towne Landing,
Charleston Harbor Tours, The Charleston
Tea Plantation, Drayton Hall, Gibbs
Museum of Art, Magnolia Plantation &
Gardens, Middleton Plantation, South
Carolina Aquarium and many, many more!
If you would like to volunteer, contact
LaClaire Mizell at 843-563-0053 or at
dca&hc@dorchestercounty.net or complete
and mail the Volunteer Agreement Form to
LaClaire Mizell at 101 Ridge Street,

In addition to the amazing volunteer docents at
the Center, there were other wonderful
individuals who graciously gave of their time and
talents to make the seemingly endless flow of
young people through the Center go smoothly.
A special thanks to Millie Chaplin for giving
cornhusk doll demonstrations and telling her
stories, to Dana Cheney for being the Colonial
Dance Master, to Mark Clark and Charles Kizer
for bringing the Hunley story to life for the
students. Thanks also to Tommy Rickborn for
arranging the vendors for the Saturday Market
Place! Extra special thanks go to Anne Irick,
Bobbie McKinnon, Bob McKinnon, Trish Scott,
LeAnne Bogstad and Pete Weathers, as well as
all the other volunteers too numerous to name, for
making the Center operate smoothly!
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!

Heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all of the
private individuals who have donated and loaned
items to the Center. It is truly through your
efforts that the Center is open and the museum is
receiving such high praise. The intent is to
highlight a donor in each newsletter.
Jim Way is someone who has worked tirelessly
with the Historical Society. He has also donated
numerous documents to the Archives collection,
including the FHA book, as well as a clock.
Thank you, Jim Way, for all that you have done!
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History Center Exhibits
1600 - 1800:
Declaration of Independence: Entranceway
Arthur Middleton (Signer of the Declaration of Independence) Life Formation Character
Native American:
Kusso-Natchez Indian Village—Complete with wigwam and characters
Display case of Native American artifacts
Fossils:
Display cases exhibiting fossils found in local quarries dating back millions of years
Geology Wall:
Painted exhibit, depicting layers of earth, showing the location of where certain fossils/artifacts are
found
Natural Resources:
Four Hole Swamp Exhibit with Animals
Colonial:
SC Militia – Continental Army – Partisan Uniform Exhibit
Early Plantations
Diorama of Colonial Dorchester (1690s-1780s)
Colonial Parlor
Railroad 1800 – 1900:
Development of the Railroad (1830s)
History of the Edisto River – Logging
Creation of Dorchester County (1897)
Early Main Street 1900 – 1950:
Guerin’s Pharmacy (Oldest drug store in the state)
Post Office
Country Store (Contents of Clayton’s Grocery Store (Ca 1890s)
Early School
Sewing Room
Documents Room:
Display cases exhibiting documents include Civil War letters and an original land grant from 1737
Photography Display:
Hallway contains numerous photographs of early town life, camp meetings and churches
Upcoming Special Exhibits:
Colonial Life in South Carolina: A traveling exhibit designed by the South Carolina State Museum
will be on display during April and May, 2017.
Diary of a Hammerhead , Coral Reefs: Nurseries of the Sea & Insect Exhibit:
Traveling exhibits on loan from the Paly Foundation in Scottsdale, Arizona and from local insect
enthusiast and collector Dixie Mizell will be on display from June through August, 2017.
Farm to Table Exhibit: An exhibit geared toward acknowledging the importance of agriculture in
our lives, focusing on the dairy, poultry or general agricultural industries
Veterans’ Room: A room dedicated to the veterans of our great county and country and the honorable
service of our military men and women.
Artifacts and items pertaining to all of the upcoming exhibits are needed. If you have anything that
you would agree to loan or donate to the Dorchester County Archives & History Center, it would be greatly
appreciated. Contact Phyllis Hughes at 843-209-0644 or the Center at 843-563-0053 and we will make
arrangements to collect the items.
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Dorchester County Archives & History Center
101 Ridge Street
St. George, SC 29477
Volunteer Agreement Form
Will you agree to be a committed volunteer at the Dorchester County Archives & History Center?
Remember, if you volunteer at least 12 hours per month, you and a guest will be admitted at no
charge* to a number of wonderful venues throughout the Lowcountry!
⃝
Yes, I will be a committed volunteer at DCA&HC!
⃝
No, I can’t commit to a regular schedule but I am willing to help if needed (for special
programs or occasions) with advance notice.
Name: _____________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________
Street / P. O. Box

City

State

Zip cod e

E-mail Address: __________________________________________________________________
(Please print legibly! Thank you!)

Cell Phone: _______________________________ Home Phone: __________________________
Best day(s) of the week for me to volunteer (Center will be open 9:00 am until 4:00 pm Tuesday
through Friday and 10:00 am until 2:00 pm on Saturdays):
⃝
Tuesdays
⃝
Wednesdays
⃝
Thursdays
⃝
Fridays
⃝
Saturdays
I’m available in the:

⃝mornings (9:00 am – 1:00 pm)
⃝either works for me
⃝

I am willing to volunteer:
⃝
⃝

once a week
once a month
on an as-needed
basis

⃝afternoons (12:00 noon – 4:00 pm)
⃝or 10:00 – 2:00 if on Saturdays
⃝
⃝
⃝

*Some restrictions do apply. Please see the reciprocal agreement for details.
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more than once a week
once every other week
only for special programs or
occasions

